
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

   

 

 

How to Safely Dispose of Medications 

1 TA K E - B AC K  S I T E  

The U.S. Drug Enforcement 

Administration says the best 

way to get rid of drugs you 

don’t need any more is at a 

drug take-back location. 

Many pharmacies offer this 

service, but be sure to call 

your local one to be sure. 

FIND A LOCATION 

2 D I S P O S E  

If you can’t take your drugs to 
a take-back event, follow these steps: 

� Remove the drugs from the original 

container and mix with something like 

used coffee grounds, dirt or cat litter. 

� Put the mixture in something you can 

close to keep it from spilling. 

� Scratch out all your personal information 

on the empty packaging to protect your 

identity. Then, throw it away. 

MORE TIPS 

3 F L U S H  

If you can’t get rid 

of your medication 

another way, check 

to see if it’s safe to 

fush it. 

CHECK THE LIST 

Talk with your pharmacist if you have any questions about safely throwing away your medicine. 
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http://www.fda.gov/drugs/disposal-unused-medicines-what-you-should-know/drug-disposal-fdas-flush-list-certain-medicines#FlushList
https://apps2.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pubdispsearch/spring/main;jsessionid=a4erCmBhAoK3rV3RbV9TpTFAg1b0PM8tXW-DW6Q-.web2?execution=e1s1
https://www.hhs.gov/opioids/prevention/safely-dispose-drugs/index.html
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